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Michael Berkowitz named Santa Rosa SymphonyÕs 
 Principal Pops Conductor 

 
 
(Santa Rosa, CA) Ð After appearing three years in a row as guest conductor in the SymphonyÕs 

pops concert series, Michael Berkowitz returns this season as Principal Conductor of the 

Kendall-Jackson Symphony Pops Series. This collaboration with Wells Fargo Center for the 

Arts has been so successful that it has expanded to two performances for each setÑ Saturday 

night at 8 p.m. and Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. 

On October 25 and 26, audiences will enjoy Mancini Magic, a celebration of Henry 

Mancini, one of HollywoodÕs greatest show tune masters. On February 7 and 8, 2009, the series 

continues with My Kind of Broadway , as veteran vocalists from the ÒGreat White WayÓ sing 

the best from Evita, Wicked, Chicago, Cats, A Chorus Line and more. On March 21 and 22, the 

dazzling harmonies and deft choreography of the group Spectrum provide a lively Salute to 

Motown music.  ÒDrummer Conductor ExtraordinaireÓ Berkowitz holds it all together, along 

with witty banter and anecdotes of a life spent working with popular musical artists. 

 ÒI love the audiences in Santa Rosa,Ó Berkowitz said, Òand the musicians are very 

responsive with a fun approach to music making.  I keep performing what I believe to be the best 

ever written. That includes Broadway, Movie Music, Classics, Sinatra, Ella, Riddle, Bernstein, 

Beatles, Motown... To play the best music, live, with great orchestras, for appreciative audiences, 

is a pretty good job.Ó 



Tickets for the Kendall-Jackson Symphony Pops Series are being sold exclusively by the 

Wells Fargo Center the Arts Box Office at (707) 546-3600 or wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

 

Berkowitz Brief Biography 

Santa Rosa Symphony Pops Principal conductor Michael Berkowitz has performed as a 

drummer for Henry Mancini, Liza Minnelli, Michael Crawford, Billy Joel, Sting, Elton John, and 

Bette Midler; conducted for Marvin Hamlisch, Roberta Flack, Maureen McGovern, Michael 

Feinstein, and Sarah Brightman. Orchestras he has led include: the Boston Pops, the London 

Symphony, the Cincinnati Pops, the National Symphony and the Pittsburgh, North Carolina and 

Atlanta symphonies. Berkowitz is featured on recordings with Steve Lawrence, Placido 

Domingo, Linda Eder and countless original cast albums, movies, jingles and television 

performances.  

His TV credits include: The Academy Awards, The Tonight Show, The Tony Awards, 

The Today Show, A Capitol Fourth, Great Performances, Live from Lincoln Center and Concerts 

at the White House.  

After moving to New York in 1980, Berkowitz was immediately in demand on 

Broadway, working shows such as Evita, Pacific Overtures, The Tap Dance Kid, Do Re Mi and 

Jerome RobbinsÕ Broadway. In July of 2007, Liza Minnelli called him to be her music director. 

Appearances with Minnelli in the past 12 months have included concerts in the UK, Spain, 

Russia, Germany, Italy and all across the United States. 

 

Print quality artist image available:  
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CALENDAR LISTING: 
 
Kendall-Jackson Symphony Pops  
All performances at Wells Fargo Center for the Arts 
 
Subscribe to the entire series and save 15% off single ticket prices. 
Wells Fargo Center Box Office: (707) 546-3600 
 
Programs: 
Mancini Magic 
Saturday, October 25 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, October 26 at 3 p.m. 
 
My Kind of Broadway  
Saturday, February 7 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, February 8 at 3 p.m. 
 
Salute to Motown 



Saturday, March 21 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, March 22 at 3 p.m. 
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